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US oltizen, opeeialist is Central Asian history, whosttended the 23rd.
International Congrese of Orientalists at Cambridge, UK, 21 .-28 Aug 64. ,..

Although he considers himself primarily an historian, he has done
considerable work in anthropology and philology with particular reference
to Central Asian tribal . groups. In addition tc . his knowledge of Central
and East Asian languages, he speaks Persian, Turkish, French, German, and.
se*a.14asian.

Professor of Semitic languages and literature' at a large US university, whO
attended the 23rd International Congress of Orientalists at Cambridge, UK,
21-28 Aug 54.

.Es . epeaks Hear Eastern and West European languages, but not Russian.

golleotor's Notes The two sources were interrogated separately and it
was.nsii peesibleto reconcile discrepancies in their reports.Z.,.	 •	 .

• •

It has beena;sradition since the middle of the 19th century to convene a:congress.
of orientalists from all parts of the world every three years for purposes of
wendemie and •obelarly exchange. For the most part, these congresses have been
held in:variou.aparth of Europe. Thus the 21st in 1948 and 23rd in 1054, held .

• resPeetiVelY in Faris and Cambridge, remained true to this tradition. The 22nd
'Congress in 1951, however, was held in Istanbul, Turkey, after the congress had
been'formally invited by the Turkish Government to convene there. Though. Istanbul

is'a part of Europe, historically-it is is part of the Orient. The
.24th. Congress will convene in a city in Western Germany. Therefere i itja apparent
.thnt.the z Oongreis tradition of meeting only in Europe is being upheld

I-hakthe;pridilege of-attending both the Istanbul	 Cambridge congresses, and •
Of giVinea , -paper'ert' the last Congress. Both Congresses were highly suocaiiu1.

.bUt . fer_different_reasons. The Istanbul Congress was chiefly suoostifr1 beCiuse
•of,*e Orttot:it established between Turkish and foreign scholars.lince •the •
.iSon/eriSitionof Turkey, much . gre.at-work has been done in that country-An the ,•

:	
t

fi.0144if :Orienter;stUdies. , EoWeVer; it was not until the Istanbul Congress that
these contributions ismioeme own to the world of orientalists asW ,whole.c.The •,	 ••	 •
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Congress was made even more sueoessful by the efforts of the Turkish Govern-
ment to arrange exoursione and exhibits of manuscripts and antiquities for
the visiting soholars.

• 3.	 The Cambridge Congress. however, was suocesaful for different reasons. As
was the case in the Istanbul Congress, the British authoritiee, like the
Turkish government, strove to nicks available to the visiting delegates all
available faoilities.and repositories. MoreKver, fcr the firat time in the
recent history of the Congresses, 21 delegates from the USSR attended. For
the first time, foreign scholars had the opportunity to talk directly to
Soviet scholars whose contributions were known to them hitherto only through
books.

'Since the Congresses are non-politioal,„ invitations are sent out to all
reputable orientalists regardless of nationality and political affiliation.
In 1961, the Turkish Government sent invitations to delegates residing in Iron
Curtain oonntries. None came, however. Similarly, invitations were this time
vent out-to delegates in Iran Curtain ciountries And in Red China. Aosseptances
were forthcoming from moat of thee. countries including Rid China. However,
only Soviet and Polish delegates actually turned up. The presenoe of the large
Soviet delegation created . quite a stir among the delegates. In his opening
addresi to the oonvooation, the Vios-Chanoell.:r of the ' University of Cambridge
spoke with fervor about the beginning of a new age ef friendship and exchange,
and wan warmly applauded. Zeki Wadi Togs of Turkey: president of the 22nd
Congress, addressed the Congress in his capacity as former President. Since
Zeki Bey is an old anti-Bolshevik (President of the first Bashkir Republic and
Turk nationalist), an undertone of bitterness lay in his words because of thp.
fervent attention granted the Soviet delegates. This he also expressed
privately to me on repeated occasions.

Next, Academician AA Guber, chief of the Soviet delegation, was invited to
address the Congress.7Trepoke in Russian and afterwards translated his
talk into English himself. 411 Soviet delegates subsequently spoke ia &racism,
an apparent attempt to gain recognition for the Russian language as an offioiil
International language along with English, French, and German. Gnber spoke in
-generalities_about pesoe-ixd exchange and was warmly applauded. The lest,'.
addreis.wasigiven . by Claude:Siihaffer., chief of the French delegation. Sheffer

•. leasonce*Gennan'U-boat'capain in the first World War, who hoe since bacons
ec.Frersoh . oitisen. He too emphasized the presence of the Soviet delegation.

• This . Soviettelegation seemed t0 fall into three categorises

(a) The scholars - all Russian

(b) The eamority representatives (Uzbek, Turkmen eto) - probably trusted
Communists and certainly not soholare, brought along for propaganda purposes.

(o) TheNVD men.

' The lectures were given by members of categories "a" or "b".

The scholars, as a whole, gave excellent leotures whioh we ,wermly,received.
be lecture by IM Dy onov un'Parthian archives discovered In Central Asia

• - created a stall sensation and was probably the outetanding contribution of the
Soviets.,	 •

• HE Berteli - who gave a good lecture on Turkmen poetry, is now an old man, the
deaB771714iet Iranian aoholare. Be is a well reapeoted scholar for his work

.1.U-4tereture and philology. Be was friendly, and spoke relatively freely in
; German On non-political. subjects., .	 •	 •	 .
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P.	 LP Pota ov, one of the leading Soviet lastorlans of the Altai* regitn,
res an excellent paper on various aspects of Control Asian problems. He
was very friendly and proved to be the mos . charming, intelligent, and
mobile of the USSR delegation. It was somewhat surprising to see him so
friendly with a World War II DP, Omeljan Pritaak, a Ukrainian refugee from
Lwaorwho is now at the Center of Oriental -nudies of Hamburg University.

	

10,	 AA OUber, head of the delegation, gave a paper on the Philippine Republic
of Inewhich was bitterly anti-US, and the only sour note among the
scholarly papers.

	

11.	 The lectures given by category % 1 delegates •uoh as RT Sim:man:5v on the
formation of the Kazakh nation, and KM Kuliywv, on.TIrkzer-CUNCie, were
apparently propaganda leaturee designed to oonvinoe the delegates how good
conditions were in the 'subject regions. They were obvioueLy not scholars
beams' they could net answer question.. Exoept for the violent reaction
of old anti-Bolsheviks like Zekt Hey, the resotions of the audience were
indifforint.

12. The MVD men did not lecture, but merely observed and often acted as inter-
preter.. One in particular, Vassilevskv„ was quite *harming and did his

•usst not, to be too oonapiouotir.--

13. ihmbers of the Soviet delegation were quertered in the oollegea sueong the
other 'delegates. Although they lived separately, they tended to dine together
au muse. ' Once when I seated myself opposite Delegate EP Koval	 at 'in	 •
early breakfast, I was subsequently surrounded by the mass o - o et delegates
who trooped in together for breakfast. The atmosphere VAS strained, but was

• . broken eventually by the friendly andisittyPotap*v. Novalyov, whose field
• is moderh Chinese literature, is quite young and limps very badly, possibly

from-airarmround. Hewer reserved, but friendly. Our conversation was
Hefted by my spoken Russian because 'he spoke no Western language.

.	 .
14.	 Dering,two days of the Congress, the Soviet delegation showed four films

about life in certain Soviet Republios arnonia. Azerbaijan. Orbekistsn, and
Turkmenistan). The enditarimm was filled to overflowing by curious delegates. •
HeWever, the films were ridicutouely . blatent propaganda (all Smiling people
and bnm;er orops),whieb aroused a certain amount of disapproval, on the part
of many delegates. The chief critioismwas that the Soviets Should have shown
some scientific film,egafilm about the excavations in Central Asia.
It was a propaganda blunder, counteracting the favorable impression made by
the scholarly papers.

16.	 During a session of the SOCIBTAS URAL-ALTLICA, whioh has its headquarters in
West Germany, Omeljan Priteak proposed to the Soviet delegation that they
join, Potapov„ answerag-U--litssian in the name of the Soviet delegation,
indioated that the matter had to be taken up first in Maslow. Thief...nit.

' plus the fact that all the lectures of the Soviet delegation had been
prepared and printed in Moscow beforehand, indicates that the Soviet delegation
was not given a free hand to mingle end associate as is the ease with Western
delegates. However, in private conversation, they did reveal some information.
Potapciv told me that a book had been printed in the USSR about the Hazara and

• Aimaq peoples in Shviet territory., andiBertels told no that little direct
contact existed between Soviet scholars and Mongolian seholars, Ulan Bator.'

,elgef fek.1"'	 •

/14 ell le	 le-c. da
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16. During a disoussion,. entitled "Orientallem and History," presided over
by Prof Denis Sinor of Cambridge, and attended by several hundred people,
the Soviet delRaTon partioipated rather vehemently. They made two major
point's (1) history was the basic objeot of orientalum, le the discovery
of the laws of history, and (2) orientalism must be related to modern problems
in Asia (an attack en ivory-tawerism). The non-'Soviet contributions, unfortunately,
degenerated into aoademio and philological squabbles, and the effect produced
by this session, which was to disoues some basio relations between crientalim
and history, was not too favorable.

17. The Soviet delegates attended parties and mixed freely with the orowd. Kovalyov
and another Soviet delegate onoe attended a 000ktail party at the home of Mr
BC Pulliolank„ head of the Department of Sinolcgy at Cambridge. They were
friendly and oohrteous.	 •

18. The over-all il,pression made by the Soviet delegates was favorable. People -
expected much worse, and were not surprised when certain unpleasantness
Arose. The Soviets indicated acceptance of invitations to the 1867 Congress.
Their exhibition of . books (arr9016 by Collett's Book Shop) which also had

•a display of Chinese Communist/. pinuoed many interested onlooker, and customers.
They were reasonably free in their personal oontaots, and reasonably willing to.
impait some scholarly- information. HOwever, there was; no evidence whatsoever
that any one of the delegates had the po yer to make deo/ludo:Ls in the nano of
the delegation as . a whole, or to make future commitments..

18.	 The above Soviet participation, in my opinion, indicates a new Soviet polioy
of attempting to acquaint foreign scholars with their, soholarly achievements.
Exchange of students was one of the subjecti informally discussed in Cambridge,
and it seems obvious that the British and French, in particular, were most
interested. One can expect increased Soviet participation in international'
soientifio congresses, and , eventually even congresses held tA Moscow to which
foreign delegations will be invited, and perhaps, even the rise of some kind
of researohAnd student exohange program between the USSR and 'Western Europe.

The OnlySeellite delegation was from Poland, Although others had been invited
Mid the Bnngariana and Oases had indicated thet-they would came: The only -
'11/44iih.delagate I conversed with was ifablomakil'a Sinologist and author of a
:r61141nt book about Chuangtru.	 have no contact at all with

• the Oeviet . delegation, and was eager to converse and associate withhis Mustard
ea/leagues. Be indicated repeatedly that little contact existed between Polish

• end: Soviet orientalists. '*en I expressed my envy of his aocreals to the wealth
or Soviet materials on Central Asia, he said that it was not sos that it Was
impoaeible for him to get to Moscow.

•IP WITA‘D <14401-cwrici

Turkish and German representati:n was excellent, and a small, but good,
Japanese delegation also attended. The UK was represented by the cream of
its orientaliste,wh: . did not have far to trave1.

leepite of the good representation described above, there were aignifioant
gape. communist Chinese scholars had been invited but they refused to eons
when it was learned that two or three Chinese from Formosa would attend. Arab
scholars declined to accept theill invitakions because Israeli aoholars were alep
invited..
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as.	 The US representation was too small to make =oh of an impression, and
its personnel wore treatee as individuals rather. than as a delegation
because there was nc "offioial delegation." The whole subject of orientalism
and orientalists in the US wee somewhat neglected, precisely bemuse of
the /aok of a "delegatIon". It would have helped to have had a display of
VS publications in the field. Because of the long abeencle of the Soviets
from this organization, and the genulne ouriosity cf all orientalists about
what the Soviets are doing, their large, oompetent, and well organized
delegation stole the show.

SOURCE (a) 

24.	 I had previously attended meetings of the International Congrees of Orientaliete
at Rome and Leiden before World Mar II and at Paris since, but the 23rd
Congress, which mat at Cambridge in August 1854 impressed me as having the
broadest international representation and the highest level of scholarship
yet attained. The entire Congress weds oonduoted in a very scholarly atmosphere.
and there were no apparent ideologioal, racial, religious, or national
tensions, Members of the Congress were treated as individual scholars,
without 'regard to race, religion, nationality or political, belief. Frenchmen
talked with Germans. Arabs with Israeli, and everyone seemed eager to learn
what the Soviets had to say. -Brown the printed list of membtrs listed all
-persons ineaphabetioa/ order without indicating country or other affiliation.

28.	 The large Soviet delegation was generally welcomed by the Congress memberehip
whose attitude was one of satisfaction at the partioipation of scholars from
the USSR after so long an absence. There was a general feeling that the• Soviets, with aooess to certain archives and other materials not available to
the outside world, were doing research which might be important to orientalien
in general, and everyone was eager to learn as much as possible about what
they-were doing.

28.	 Among the papers presented by the Soviets were the followings

( W ) 18FPtelogY	 .
. .41Avdiyes - "NgYpt's Relations with Neighboring Countries in the

• Fourth Millanium BCZA',

.(b) Iranian. Armenian and Central Asismi-Studies.
ig	 - "Pa;thian doourente from Nina."
ST , ranyan - "The Fall of Slave-owning Society and the Birth of Ffildal

Society in Ancient Armenia."

-Altai° Studies
ER Bertele - "Studies in Turkmen Literature in the USSR"
=TUT— - "The Cultural Development of Turkmenia"
BT  au eyes - "Formation of the Sasaki Nation" .
LP Petapov - 2Basio Problems of Altai° Studies in the USSR"
AN.Nononov• 1Turoology in the USSR"

Iedian'Studies
- . "Sinology Lathe USSR"

.EbtHiErVIR'f - !The FoImatien of the Japanese Centralized Feudal Stalse,
• Eideynabl"

AkOuber - !The Philippine Republic of 1898"
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(t)

(g)

Islamic Studies	 .
EA Bel	 - "Economic) Struoture of the Caliphate in the Eleventh Century"
Cal	 "The Agrarian Structure of Iran by 1900"

ev - "The State Arohivee of Khiva".MY ua 

Christian Orient
NV Pigulevekeya « "The 9th Century Graeoo Syriac - Arabic Manuscript

Psalter"

(h) African Studies
II Potyekhin - "Formation of African Nations"

	

27.	 From the titles listed. above it is possible to learn something of the breadth
end direotion of Soviet studies in orientalism and - when the . papers are published
in the Congress volume which usually appears about a year later, a better estimate
of their quality can be judged. The most important Contribution of the Soviets
was InIdasheve s description of the state archives of Ehiva. This collection
oósetsins Persian and Arabic manusoripts of great value which have not been
aeosseible to Mastern scholars. Although the Soviet *cholera insistod.npon 	 .
reading their papers in Russian, they came prepared to distribute printed copies

• of their papers in Western languages. Belyelev, the only one with whim I had.
direct eontaot, participated in disauseione in French, and seemed to hive.-
toed:training and biokground i Islamic studies. I was unable to learn a:whiling
of.hisaffiliations..exoept that he is in Moscow.

28. - ltveriens seemed emesed . that the Soviets mixed so freely with the Western scholars.
.2ine4''of.thisfappeeired able to speak some French at least, and seemed to go out
of-iiiir way to :be friendly. Guber seated as spokesman for the USSR group.

.	 .	 -
29. .Aloig.the Satellites, Poland and East Germany, at least, were represented. An

East German scholar, 0 Bissfeldt.. from Halle, read a paper owl biblical subject.
-	 0

	.80.	 hi-previeus Congresses, there had always been two or three invitations fram .
*Ounkties desiting to be bast fOr. the next °engross, but when the locale for

.-the.141ta Congress in isgr came UP or discussion, the only inl'itation was
Atier.WeetHerseuey. This was rather surprising, not only beoause it was the
inIfinvitation, : tat because magi members felt it was a little too soon after

• .tiesiwar for Gernany to be issuing an invitation. The. invitation . however;
accepted . withent official dissent. Hamburg, Frankfurt, end Lanioh were

• . all-mentioned as possible host cities.

Zed file in CIA Library (as "micro-misc., #1037") is a photocopy of:

• 23 International Congress of Orientalists .
General Programme .
Cambridge 21-28 August 1954.


